Novel approaches to vaccine development against HBV.
This review summarizes studies from my laboratory based on two novel approaches towards vaccine development against hepatitis B surface antigen. The first approach deals with the ability of a monoclonal anti-idiotypic antibody to functionally mimic the a determinant of HBsAg. The second approach exploits the strategy of genetically engineering plants so that they can be used as inexpensive alternatives to fermentation systems for the production of candidate vaccine antigens.